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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IT having been aſked by ſome, on occafion + 
ofa ſermon on, the laſt national faſt, entitled, 
© The Pacific Temper of the Prieſthood,” 
publiſhed by the ſame author, where it was: 
preached? while others _ queſtioned: his 
letters of ordination — and even his ortha= 
doxy : a few, explanatory wann may not. be 
uſeaſonable. 


With men 'whoſe approbation is worth 
keling, doctrines acquire no additional 
eight from being. delivered in the moſt 


Plendid en cathedral, nor loſe any 
portion 


6 vi) 
portion of that intrinſic * when they 
are. traced to a dilapidated Hightang kirk. 

None but bigoted ſectaries can be i ignorant, 
that the office of apoſtle is neither an in- 
herent birthright, nor capable of being 
tranſmitted from hand to hand by the un- 


worthy and ambitious, like ſuch holy relics | 


as the pretended. mantle of Elijah, or the 
ideal "yy ad St. Peter, 
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The claims of abminal — - 


or:«thoſe of preſpyterian diſſenters flom the 


conch of NGO I leave 65 US mote 850 


but can, at the Agha time, have no hefi 
in aſſerting, that miniſters ardainied,” either 


by eſtabliſhed and authenticated biſhops on 


this ſide the Tweed, or in Scotland, by 
the elders of their national kirk; have in all 
places an equally unqueſtionable claim to 


the appellation of reverend. | That diſ- 


cretionary motives may render the former 


„ 
not eligible to hold preferment in. the 


by no means preſume to. Arraign, the. Pre 


Jae 4 


priety of ſuch. regulations. . But the main 


duly ſent to preach the goſpel, wall not be 
brought nearer to a deciſion, from. the cir- 
cumſtance of his having received CE; the right 
« hand of fellowſhip” at Lambeth, or in 
Edinburgh—it reſts ſolely on his faith and 
moral conduct. 


1 


with thoſe who object to all political diſ- 


edification, as becauſe they introduce a kind 
of voluntary © Shiboleth ;” a teſt which g6 
man has a right to complain 


Py 


northern, or the latter in the ſouthern, art 
of this iſland, I can eaſly comprehend, and 


queſtion, in regard to any individual being 


If I cannot entirely concur in opinion 


cuſſions from the pulpit, the plea I would $4 
prefer making uſe of in their favour, is not 
ſo much their having any tendency towards 


„ becauſe it is 
entirely of his own ſeeking. 'We have ſeen _ 
4 , | j ; | 
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the ann eight, clearly ſhew thelr-otl 


Jeſus Chriſt eame to inculcate, The ſheep's 
clothing is by this method of proceeding 
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It acutely oblerved, kis's ortorh' Woner 


titbelief of thoſe benevolent tenets. which 


totally caſt aſide, and the wolf pay afl 
Bis t deforrnity. 
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evans xxiii. CE 8, 3 
Bil Ax the king of Moab hath brought me from Atam, 
out of the mountains of the Eaſt, ſaying, «Come 


«curſe me, Jacob, and come defy Iſrael.” Howſhall T 
curſe whom God hath not curſed? or how mall « 1 


defy whom God hath not defied ? | 1 

Moot inſtruction may be drawn from the 
conſcientious ſcruples of characters by no 

means eminently virtuous. The boundary at 

vhich, after- going conſiderable lengths, even 

fuch men make an abrupt ſtand, and reſalutely 

declare, that no motives whatever ſhall tempt * 

them to proceed any farther, ought not ſurely to 

be overleaped without an abſolute certainty of 

bur having choſen the right road, 


The hiſtory of Balaam, taken in | this point of 2 
ew, =P afford ſome nn by no means 
1 inap- 


J 02 5 
1 to the preſent awful criſis, We do | 
not, I truſt, aſſemble together like ſo many arro- / 
'gant phariſees, to boaſt that we are righteous ; 
nor yet for the purpoſe of uttering maledictions 
againſt thoſe with whom we are contending; but 
in order to bewail our own manifold tranſgreſſions 
in ſackcloth and aſhes, | | 


Eſcaped from the intolerable r of 
Pharaoh, the Iſraelites having, after great diffi» 
culties, paſſed through the wilderneſs, pitched MW 
their tents in the plains of Moab. Balak, the king 
of that country, alarmed at their numbers, ſent 
repeated meſſages; with conſiderable gifts, and 
offers of promotion, to Balaam, à diſtinguiſhed 
ſoothſayer, who dwelt near the banks of Eu- 
Phrates, requeſting him to come, and curſe the 

ſtrangers who had migrated into his territories. 
One divine admonition to forbear from ſetting 
out on ſo invidious an errand, would have been 
ſufficient to ſtop the man of real piety: but 
Balaam, thirſting after the wages of unrigh- 
teouſneſs, was cafily tempted by freſh and more 
flattering overtures ; he perſiſted in applying to 


the Lord, till his importunity at length obtained s to 
permiſſion for him to accompany the princes of 
Moab. On his arrival, after previouſly declar- 
ing, that If Balak would give him his houſe 


ir "val af filyer and gold, he could not pom cor 
« oo 
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. 
«the word of his God to do leſs or more,” he 
ſought for enchantments : thrice he' changed: 
lis poſition ; thrice he ſacrificed; and as often: 
uttered, without any puſillanimous reſerve, what 
genuine inſpiration dictated to him; concluding" 
with the following ſublime eulogium on the. 
oſterity of Jacob: © He couched, he lay down 
zz a lion, and as a great lion. Who ſhall rouſe 
him up? Bleſſed is he that bleſſeth thee, and 
* curſed is he that curſeth thee. Upon which 
the baffled monarch ſmote together his hands in 
nger, and commanded this interpreter of the 

jill of Heaven to depart from his preſence. © 


| | | 
Here we may obſerve a ſingular inſtance of 

- WH &pravity mingled with conſcientious reſolution. 
C \mbitious motives, vitiating that ſuperior wiſ- 
. dom, that intimate knowledge of hidden things, 
gh which the Creator had endowed Balaam, 

n lggeſted a variety of evaſions in hopes that he 

N 


night at length avail himſelf of thoſe lucrative 
offers which were held forth to him: while re- 
gion, at length inſpiring a juſt ſenſe of his duty, 
compelled him to utter ſuch unwelcome truths, 


& totally kept him back from NY _——_ 
of WM tonors. '; 


uſ WW On oking with an impartial eye ho the | 
nd rcords of human affairs, we ſhall feel ourſelves 
the „ com- 


T4 3 


compelled to own, that Balaam's charaQer, f in 
its exceptionable part, has abundance of imi - 
tators; while he ſtands the almoſt ſolitary in- 
ſtance, of a prophet ſtrongly actuated by mer- 
| cenary views, and ſtepping beyond the limits © 
his duty; yet ſtedfaſtly refuſing to go ſuch 
lengths as might recommend him to the patron- 
age of thoſe who are inveſted with authority, 


It is a melancholy conſideration, but at the 
ſame time too obvious to be paſſed over in ſilence, 
that if any country produces ſtateſmen, whc 
regardleſs of the miſeries of its inhabitants, emu 
late the impetuous career of Jehu, the ſon offi 
Nimfhi, driving furiouſly ; inſtances will not bel 
wanting, even among the prieſthood, of zealotallf 
qualified to keep pace with them. But in what 
light will religion appear to the ignorant multi- 
tude, if they who officiate in ifs myſteries, when 
the ſtarving poor crave a reſpite from the horrors 
of war, inſtead of ſympathiſing with thei 
diſtreſs, are more prone to utter ſuch taunts a 
thoſe with which the ſanguinary tyrant- juſt 
mentioned, repeatedly inſulted the meſſengers 
of Jehoram : * What haſt thou to do with peace? 

Get thee behind me.“ 


How awfully have the warnings given by St, 
John to his Aſiatic converts been fulfilled ! The 
| | | prone 


OE 
removal of their candleſticks has been ſucceeded 
by darkneſs ſeverely felt, and in every reſpect 
equivalent to that which by divine mandate 
overſpread the whole land of Egypt. How 
many oſtentatious and ſelf-ſufficient churches 
re there in the world at this preſent hour, who, 
falling far ſhort in 'their merits of Sardis and 
Thyatira, are conſequently by no means entitled 
export © WINE doom ! LI 


A ſenſe of ſhame cnfirains' even vanity itſelf 
ts remain ſilent, whenever the queſtion” is pro- 
pſed— Whether, i in modern days, we have im- 
proved in our moral conduct on that of our 
anceſtors ? Many however inſiſt upon it, that 
the preſent age has acquired Variety of | inform- 
ion; and contend, that not only ornamental 
accompliſhments are. more generally” diffufed, 
but that the limits of our duty are marked out 
vith a degree of accuracy unknown to former 
periods: but this aſſertion carries with it every 
appearance of _ a mere idle boaſt, P 


7 


In the earlieſt 0 of the — the imme- 
diate voice of the Creator, or of that conſeience 
vhich he has implanted in every man's breaſt, 

failed not, in caſes of emergency, to give the moſt 
forcible admonitions. As farther incitements to 


2 virtuous life, the ſons of Abraham had in- 
| B 3 * | 


ſtructions communicated to them by Moſes and 


affect to term themſelves ſucceſſors of the apoſtles? 


and is grown to ſufficient maturity, what farther 


be underſtood in a dioceſe, where the aſſembled 


common ſeal, ſolemnly implore the Supreme 
Being to. © watch for evil” over any. deſcription 
of men, however deſerving their conduct may 
have oo of exemplary puniſhment. . 
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the prophets, which He who knew what was in 
man pronounced to be fully equivalent to one 
riſing from the dead. On theſe. ſolid founda M 
tions was erected in later ages the ſuperſtructure 
of the gaſpel.—But what additional revelation | 
has been communicated to thoſe who ſometimes 


Every idle decoration which they have reared 
will no doubt be ſwept away, like that houſe 
which the fooliſh man built upon the ſand : fi 
Toſs eaſily to be diſpenſed with if the corner-ſtonefi 
yet remain unmoved. After the tree has been 
planted in the vineyard, dug around and dunged 


remains, but to ſee whether it bear fruit, or 
whether it muſt be cut down, 2 _ to 
cumber the n 2 


Little can the firſt rudiments of chriſtianity 


clergy, not in eagerneſs of debate, but i in one of 
thoſe public acts which are given under their 


— 


The 


175 


The precepts of Jeſus Chriſt, in regard to 
treating notorious offenders as heathens and pub- 
licans, together with the ſubſequent - conduct 
of his apoſtles; are of a widely different nature. 
They whom we profeſs to follow as our examples, 
removed from the communion of the church 
ſuch as by their ill conduct gave juſt cauſe of 
ofence : but they proceeded no' farther ; 'they 
utered no execrations, nor conſigned tranſgreſ- 
ſors either to impriſonment or the ſtake. Pru- 
dently conſidering their own, frailty, leſt they 
iſo ſhould be tempted, theſe followers of a 
crucified Sayiour gave directions for reſtoring in 
the ſpirit of meekneſs thoſe who exhibited marks 
efcontrition and amendment. ; 5 


Among the mot conſpicuous inſtances of 
bfled malice which ſacred hiſtory diſplays to 

win its earlier pages, is that of five kings con- 
ſpiring to ſmite Gibeon for having made peace 


enterpriſe was, their being diſcomfited with 
great ſhughter ; many of their troops fell by the 
ſword, and hail-ſtones from heaven deſtroyed a 
ſill greater number: to cloſe the diſtreſsful 
ſcene, their royal leaders were ignominiouſly, 
hanged up on five trees till the evening, when 
tir bodies were nden for i interment. * 


» þ * 
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vith Joſhua. The reſult of this abominable . - 


| 
El. K 
[]. But the more 8 ſcope « of my Ai. 
| courſe is, to mention thoſe violent words and 
actions which have been accompanied either by 
real or pretended devotion. Their evil 0 
; quences, taken in every point of view, it is un- 
1 neceſſary to treat of under a ſeparate head, the 
= puniſhment being uſually found. to tread cloſe 


on the heels of the offence, both. i in ancient and 
modern records. 
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The triumphal ſong of Deborah and Barak, 
univerſally admired for its poetical energy, con- 
tains imprecations which at firſt ſight carry with 
|| them the aſpect of being authoriſed by more tian 
i human ſanction : eſpecially where we read; 
q « Curſe ye -Meroz. (ſaid the angel of the Lord), 
© curſe ye bitrerly the inhabitants thereof, be- 
|| | © cauſe they came not to the help. of the Lord, 
* to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty.” 
1 But after conſulting a variety of Interpreters, 
|| we cannot find them accord in determining 
[4 either what Meroz was, or where it was ſituated. 
At the ſame time, ſome are for exalting the angel 
* here ſpoken of, into a perſonage of far greater 
1 rank than the expreſſion made uſe of by any 
means authoriſes ; while others give it as their 
opinion, that the word implies. nothing more 
Than the general of the army. The concluſion, 


L 80 let all thine enemies s periſh, O Lord!” 
inclines 


a. — 
oy 309 5 —— — 
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ty ) 5 
inclines us to adopt the latter conſtruction. 
zeal and true piety are by no means inſeparable ; 
and it is far from being a modern invention, firſt 
to call thoſe. againſt whom we are engaged in 
toſtilities, © enemies to the Lord; and then to 
proceed, as if we thought ourſelves juſtified in 
every outrageous act of force or fraud which has 
their deſtruction for ita object. e. 

It cannot but be 88818 that Jotham- ; 
curſes were dictated by moſt grievous provo- ' 
cations; and that their accompliſhment took 
place at no very conſiderable diſtance from the 
time of their being uttered. Abimelech, the 
ſpurious ſon of Gideon, who had delivered Iſrael 
fom the oppreſſive , yake, of the Midianites, 
after his father's death, "murdered all his legiti- | 
mate offspring except Jotham | the, younger of 
fly brethren ; and aſſiſted by his mother's re- 
ltions, the houſe of Millo, whoſe influence ap- 
pears to have been conſiderable, uſurped the 


government of Shechem. Jotham eſcaped; and 


aſcending the ſummit of mount Gerizim (which 
was conſecrated for far different, purpoſes, it 
being ordained by the law, that the prieſt ſhould 
from thence bleſs the people), after calling with 
the utmoſt ſolemnity on the name of God, intra- 


duced his celebrated — of the trees making 


| the 


— 
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| the bramble . king. In the concluſion of 
| treacherouſly with the poſterity of him who had 
adventured his life in their cauſe, ec let fire 


te men of Shechem and the houſe of Millo; and 


lech.“ Circumſtantial as the evils he de- 


2 
0 


2 were, we find them fulfilled to the 


by Gaal: the conſpirators cemented their union 


that No ſooner had they gathered in their 
« vintage, than they aſſembled in the houſe of 
| © their god, and did eat and drink, and curſed 
« Abimelech.” But ruin ſoon overtook them: 


Abimelech, mortally wounded by 2 mill-ſtone 


J 
. 
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that fabulous narrative, he inſerted the following 
bitter imprecations: that if they had dealt 


« come out from Abimelech, and devour the 


« Jet fire come from the men of Shechem and 
* from the houſe of Millo, and devour Abime- 


ö 144 


In three years time a revolt broke forth, "headed 


by religious obſervances: for it is recorded, 


being defeated in battle with, much ſlaughter, 
they who eſcaped took refuge i in a turret conſe- 
ctated to their idol Berith; the tyfant, pur- 
ſuing with his victorious - troops, ſet fire to it, 0 
and they all periſhed. In the next place, 


which a woman threw down upon him, and 


thruſt through at his own deſire lo fe his armour- 
| | bearer, 


4 
” 
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bearer, thus miſerably ended his life, at the mo- 
ment when he was on the point of any another 
citadel. 


But on inquiring what Keane attended Jo- 
tham, who thus anticipated future events in pro- 
nouncing the doom of his enemies, we gain no 
information of later date, than his flight into 
another country; nor have the ſacred hiſtorians 


aſcertained, whether he died a fugitive, or re- 


turned home and paſſed the remainder of his 


days in obſcurity. Thus much is evident from 
the context, that he never attained the rank of 
judge over, Iſrael, which his, father. Gideon had 5 


ſo honourably occupied, nor was that ſceptre 


tranſmitted to him which the vengeance of an. 


oppreſſed people had wreſted from the bloody 
—_— of Abimelech. 


* 


80 conformable to what might have been ex- 


pected from Goliath, truſting in ſuperior bodily 


ſtrength, and threatening to give the fleſh of his 
antagoniſt to the fowls of the air and: to the beaſts 


of the field, is the circumſtance of his curſi ing 
David by his gods, that it might ſeem ſuper- 
fluous to expatiate on that ſubject. But we look 
for far other expreſſions from him who prevailed 


over the audacious glant of Gath, not © with a 


: wendy: or with a ſpear, and with a ſhield, 
6 by 
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hs but in the name of the Lord of Hefts.”” Nor 
is it natural, that ſolemn devotional performances 
written in the cloſet, ſhould breathe a ſimilar 
ſpirit with words baſtily uttered amidſt the din 

of battle. 


Much labor and ingenuity has eh ben 
uſed in giving new interpretations to a variety of 
paſſages i in the royal Pſalmiſt, particularly thoſe 
in which he has hitherto been underftood to ex- 
preſs himſelf with the utmoſt bitterneſs againſt | 
perſons who had injured or offended him: 
though ſuch a ſimilarity of character run through W 
the whole, as gives them a ſtrong, rendency to 

corroborate each other. One inſiſts upon their 
being prophetic denunciations ; a ſecond- will 
have it, that they are only words put into the 
mouths of characters introduced into à dialogue. 
If the Hebrew text require the adoption of 
either ſignification, which I do not find has yet 
been clearly made out, ſilent acqitteſcence be- 
comes us, who are leſs learned, and can trace our 
authorities no higher than from the Septuigint. 
In the mean time, it may not be wholly ſuper- 
fluous to inquire how far our own vernacular 
tranſlations are ſynonimous with what is related 
in. the ſcriptures of David's character and con- 
duct during a long eventful reign. 


} On 


Jn 


19 N . 
On reading the annals of this Jewiſh 8 


exalted above his contemporarits, not ſo much 
by his rank and victorious exploits, as from his 


being endued with the gift of prophecy; the firſt 


thing that ſtrikes thoſe who are inclined to judge 
favourably of his conduct is, his being termed 
« 4 man after God's own heart.“ We find this 
language made uſe of by Samuel, on occaſion of 
Saul having taken upon himſelf to officiate as 
prieſt in preſenting burnt offerings. The phraſe 
no doubt means, that David would be zealous 
in maintaining the true religion, at that time 
much endangered by idolaters, and thoſe who 
practiſed the arts of divination, to which it is 
recorded that Saul himſelf ultimately had re. 
courſe. , 


In like manner Ifaiah mentions the Lord 
calling Cyrus © my ſhepherd,” on account of his 
ſending back God's choſen people, the Jews, 
to their own country, after he had conquered 
Babylon, and broken the chains of their cap- 
tivity, We can by no means infer from thence, 
that the merciful Creator of the univerſe ap- 
proved all Cyrus's actions, eſpecially that in- 
ſatiable thirſt for carnage which at length ter- 
minated i in his own nen 
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Notwith- 


(Go 
Notwithſtanding David's uncommon virtues 
and ſuperior endowments, the ſacred records in. 


form us, that his guilt in various inſtances was 


of a more than queſtionable nature. Immoral 
actions ſtill remain unaltered, whatever be the 


name or dignity of him by whom they are per- 


petrated. The treachery with which he acted 


towards Achiſh his protector; his n the | 
vanquiſhed inhabitants of Rabbah © with ſaws, | 


« and with harrows of iron, and with axes ;” 


his aggravated murder of Uriah; his numbering MW 
the people, though diſſuaded by Joab; his dying | 


injunction to his ſon Solomon, to bring down 


to the grave with blood the hoar head of Shimei, | | 


whom he had pardoned ; with. other inſtances, 


which it would be ſuperfluous to enumerate, | | 
exemplify in David, that tyranny exerciſed, not 


only towards foreign nations, but alſo over his 
own ſubje&s ; which, according to the fore- 


warning voice of Samuel, awaited the Jews in | 


conſequence of their inſiſting upon having king 
to rule over them. ; 


_— 


From obſerving the benevolent tendency of 
the chriſtian religion, as delivered in the pre- 
cepts of Jeſus, and his immediate followers, the 
apoſtles, we might expect to find its various 
ſets united in the one great object, of loving 


cach other as brethren, and exerting. themſelves 
with 


1 


with meekneſs and long ſuffering to bring uns 


entering the perplexed wilderneſs of eccleſiafs 
tical hiſtory, ſcenes of a more diſcouraging na- 
ture preſent themſelves to us. n 


Nothing en atidici leſs towards edification, 

than minutely tracing a long ſeries of deviations 
from the ſtrait road. Among the incompatible 
tenets of thoſe who are recorded to have anathe- 
matiſed each other, and ſometimes proceeded to 
jet more terrible extremities, it may frequently 
be difficult to aſcertain which was moſt or- 
thodox ; but all muſt perceive, that ſuch conduct 
has contributed to impede the progreſs of the 
chriſtian religion beyond the moſt artful cavils & | 
infidelity, 


An infallible umpire to determine bites 
thoſe of jarring opinions, does not by any means 
ſeem the point moſt effential. Pretenſions to 
ſuperior attainments, and à propenſity to look 
down with ſcorn on the illiterate, tend to keep 
up a ſpirit of party in the world. But if the 
leaders of each various ſect, whether they bear 
the name of Paul or of Apollos, reverted\ more 


irequently to the original principles of their 


inſtitution, they would inſenſibly form themſelves 
into one compact body, having Jeſus Chriſt for 


believers to a knowledge of the gofpel. But on 


univerſal rules for the church in all future ages, 
by Him whoſe kingdom was ren 4 


E Elevated rank, united with pomp, with ,riches, 


would have diſguſted, rather than flattered, the 
among all nations: unprovided even with 


appearances, totally different from Him who 


count of the corruptions of chriſtianity would 
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its head. But to this neceſſary reform,.to FF 


Iner to take 266; tag the. "preſent ſyſtem of human 
eſtabliſhments oppoſes ſuch bars, as are by thoſe 
of grovelling ſpirits deemed inſuperable. Hence 
ariſes the averſion which thoſe, who, like Dio- 
trephes, are eager after the preeminence, have 
uniformly manifeſted, to look back with an im- 
partial eye, into the directions left behind, as 


this world. 


"hve of the confiihs alice ſpeaks of, 
as requiring © the whole armour of God” was, | 
«* againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places.” 


and an emulation of the luxury of princes, 


ſimplicity of thoſe fiſhermen and tent-makers 
who were originally called to go forth and preach 


coats and ſhoes for their journey, they had no 
comprehenſion that it was expedient to put on 


ſent them as his ambaſſadors. But a minute ac- 


involve me in too large a field for n. 


Under 


tn) 
Vader theſe cireumſtances, — which | 
tear a more immediate analogy with modern 


times, ſhall principally be attended to in anc re- 
mining part of my diſcuſſion. 


* 


01. our Britiſh ifland, who the epiſcopatian - 
„e nd preſbyterian forms of worſhip are pro- 
\- tunced, by the ſupreme legiſlative authority, 

as Wt be both equally true, equally orthodox while 

, WY confined within their reſpective limits, far be it 

of WW tom me preſumptuouſly to aſſign any general 

* unqualified preference. If a few curſory re- 

WMH niks on ſome peculiarities which are moſt 
i, WW fominent- in the Engliſh liturgy, find admiſſion 
18, mo this diſcourſe, let it be aſcribed ye 
I kmporary and local circumſtances, 

es, 8 

es, The authors of thoſe devotional performances 

he nch received the national ſanction in the ſix- 
rs Wl teenth century, laboured under conſiderable dif- 

ch wwantages from not having ſufficiently ſhaken 

ich af the trammels of Romiſh ſuperſtition. | Be it 
n loved, rhat they inſerted ſome vain repetitions, 

on 


lone aſſertions not warranted by ſcri pture, and 
iffenſive to thoſe of tender conſciences. But 
It us alſo look at the fairer ſide of the 
picture: they were actuated by real piety ; they T4 


ho 


uld 


ilibility, and a deep awe of the ſupreme her fo 


vote with an unaffected ſenſe of their wn 


L „„ 2 
to whom they were addreſſing themſelves. Their 


memory is accordingly held in veneration by 
n poſterity. 20 


While thoſe cron then; both Bhs © and 
| ſuch eccleſiaſtics, as, like the unworthy eccle- 
ſiaſtics of all ages, had deeply immerſed them- 
ſel ves in worldly ſplendor and politics, were 
acting with extreme harſhneſs towards thoſe who 

had left the fold; the undoubted view of the 
compilers of the liturgy was, to conciliate ſepa- 
ratiſts : they would have rejected with horror 
the very idea of inſulting, and driving, by a MW 
ſeries of perſecutions, into diſtant, but more 
hoſpitable regions, thoſe againſt whom they had | 
repeatedly meaſured their ſtrength in the fielda 
of controverſy, and from whom they had as re- 
peatedly — a ſhameful diſcomfiture. 
What originally proceeded from them is ar 
more unexceptionable than what they copied 
_ maſs-books and IP relics. 
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Dur the Athanaſian onal I could wiſh to 
draw the veil of oblivion. The incomprehen- 
ſible jargon of its doctrinal parts, contraſted with 
the abrupt preciſion of what are termed: its 
damnatory clauſes, not only gave juſt offence to 
the pious Tillotſon, but it remains a ſtumbling- 


block at this day in i the _ of al who are at the 
ſame 


/ ( : 19 ) — 

fame time judicious and fincere friends to the 
church. This creed, it muſt be admitted, has 
not wanted apologiſts : an advantage which, in 
our paradoxical age, is extended to almoſt every 


however, ' confined to only a few ſtated days; 
nd in many pariſhes, the good ſenſe of the 
niniſter, and the diſguſt of his auditors, have | 
conſpired to lay it totally aide. 


Of a widely different natybe Is the commi- 
mtion ſervice appointed for Aſh-Wedneſday, 
when the ſeaſon of Lent. begins. It contains a 
ſolemn declaration of the wrath of God againſt 
actions flagrantly immoral ; the ſacred records, 
vhich are appealed to, explicitly authorifing all 
ts aſſertions. Between the trinitarian and uni- 
arian doctrines, the beſt and wiſeſt of thoſe who 
have accurately ſtudied the ſcriptures may be, 
ind, we daily ſee, actually are, widely ſeparated 
u their opinions. But no good man, of what- 
ter ſet, will contend, that making the blind 
v go our of their way, or perverting judgment 
o oppreſs the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and widow, _ 
not odious in the fight of Heaven. Opinion 
on ſpeculative points are frequently varying ; 
but the moral duties carry us onward in a ſtrait 
line: all ſcandalous deviations from them are 
Clearly diſcerned, not only by the believer, but 

C2 cen 


— 


vice, and every abſurdity. The reading it is, 


tbeir way; let us always remember, that an 


| expect, that the principal inquiry will be made, 


| AE 


from ſcenes immediately before us, it is _ 


> 20 ) | 
even by the infidel. Should what we fancy 
ſound doctrine, ultimately turn out to be the 
mere building up of hay and ſtubble ; ſhould: 
the guides we follow prove to have miſtaken 


upright conduct is the foundation of all religion 
the rock which can never be fhaken, At 
the laſt awful day of account, we are taught to 
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not into the ſoundneſs of men's faith, but whether 
they have lived according to the beſt of their 


The option given in the cemihüten ſervice, 
either to uſe a prayer, ſtrongly aſſerting the di- 
vine right of kings, or to exchange it for one 
generally conſidered as far more moderate and 
leſs exceptionable, ſhews a degree of catidour in 
times which have frequently been cenſured for 
their want of liberality ; ſuch as, if we judge 


to praiſe than to imitate. | - 


* — £5 


Of all errors in offering 1 up petitions to the 
throne of our Almighty Father, the moſt con- 
tagious ſeems to be, that of referring every thing 
to the paſſions, the prejudices, and crooked poli- 
tics of the moment. If © abate the pride, al- 


« ſuage the ne and confoutia the m—_ 
: 18 0 


SW} - 
of our enemies, were the tated language made 
uſe of by two. adverſe nations in every war, 
whether of aggreſſion or defence, can it be' ſup- 
noſed, that He who ſearcheth the heart will 
thereby be induced to acquit both, or n of . 

malicious arrogance ? 


Where the miniſter is at liberty to ſale his 
own expreſſions, it has, with appearance af 
reaſon, been frequently argued, that improprie- 
ties of this nature will abound. An aſſertion ſo 
plauſible might paſs unqueſtioned, did not re- 
cent experience convince us, that thoſe checks 
which are impoſed by a ſenſe of decency and 
| reſpect for the audience, operate with greater 
force where the terms of which a prayer is to 
conſiſt are left diſcretionary, Uncharitable 
words no ſooner eſcape the lips of a conſcientious 
man, eſpecially in the ſolemn hour of devotion, 
than, if allowed to do ſo, he feels himſelf in- 
clined to retract them: but a preſcribed formu- 
lary gives both the teacher and his heprers only 
this ſevere alternative, either to perſiſt in the 
e uſe of what they cannot mee or to N e 


A 


1 the communion of the * 

g 5 

i- Be it ſuppoſed, thi inſtance, hat; we term 
4 thoſe with whom we are at variance, * the de- 


9 * clared enemies of all chriſtian ſtates,” merely 
of Ml | C 3 | becauſe | 


bated, where it cannot ſignify either a renur 


| nature for human inſtitutions raſhly to interſerꝗ 


| guides, the ſcribes and phariſees, who decided, 
that, if men ſwore by the temple only, their oaths 
were futile, but that they were pledged to fulfil 


| temple. Not diſſimilar to theſe, are expreſſions 
which we frequently have heard from the pulpit. 
-It would be too glaring to lament, that a ſevere 
89985 has lately been * to the church of 


6 2 
becauſe they are aſſailed by a confederacy, power 
ful as that which the league of Cambray fo 
merly aſſembled againſt Venice. The uſe « 
the word © apoſtates” is equally to be r 


ITC 
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ciation of the chriſtian religion, or even any one 
of its various ſects; but denotes the placing al 
ſeas on a level, and taking away the titles and 
emoluments of thoſe prieſts who refuſed to gin 
ſuch aſſurances, as were demanded from Fe 
of their obedience to o the me” 


The faith of any church is of. too ſacred 


with it: but the revenues of every church arc 
ſubject to the control of the ſtate. © This afſer 
tion, though frequently cavilled at, has neve 
been confuted, either by fanatics on the one 
hand, or, on the other, by the worldly- minded 
champions of the hierarchy. The goſpel ſe- 
verely reprimands the hypocriſy of thoſe blind 


their vows when they added the gold of the 


Rome, 


Ta 


ume, which our ableſt writers have — : 
obe the myſtic © Babylon, the mother of harlots 
and abominations of the earth. But over the 
iminiſhed power and emoluments of the church 
(„Rome, the wailings of ſome heterogeneous 


wteſtants are loud and implacable; even at a 
inc when they find ample ſcope granted for 
hoſe of every other ſet to propagate their 
pinions. 


By thoſe virtuous refarraces who periſhed at 
te ſtake in the reign of the Engliſh Mary, for 
hing ſtriven againſt the uſurpations of Anti. 


u extenſive and warlike popiſ nation, would 
But thoſe times are paſſed away, like a ſhadow 


all that was done or ſuffered in them, is now 
12 great meaſure, obliterated. | 


What aſtoniſhing rapidity did chriſtianity diffuſe 
itſelf through many countries, where it was not 
mly unprotected by the civil power, but expoſed 
io grievous perſecutions 2 ? And ſhall we think 
ſo meanly of our proteſtant faith, as to a 


that it is too feeble, without patronage, to ad. | 


”ance itſelf in realms where the goſpel is 


* 


crit, univerſal freedom of religion, granted by 
he been hailed as the moſt joy ful of events. 


ber tarrieth not; and the practical remembrance 


After the gift of * had ceaſed, with | 
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( a4 ) wo 
already known, and thoſe groſs abuſes, which 
had heretofore rendered it odious; are no longer 
ſanctioned, either by terrors or rewards?-—Let 
us entertain fairer hopes. Let us not un- 

charitably judge, that no motives, but ſuch as 
have a mercenary tendency, are capable bf eff. 
cacſiouſſy nn on the credence of the na- 
tions. 155 ; 4 TY THe, 5 10 3 
| Much having been written on the ejection of 
mainiſters from their benefices in a neighbouring 
. country, it may not be unſeaſonable to take a 
1 curſory view of what paſſed in this iſland during 
|| | the laſt century, after the two following memo 
"Tl rable periods, Charles the Second's reſtoration ; 
and the Revolution, which, taking place when 
near] ly thirty years more had intervened, eſtabliſhed 
| William Prince of Orange on the Britiſh throne. 
l | In the firſt inſtance, many learned and pious 
i 


| incumbents found themſelves: diſplaced, by what 
was termed the act of uniformity, becauſe their 
creed did not exactly tally with that of the ſtate. 
At the latter period, ſeveral' of thoſe-who had 

kf fworn allegiance to James the Second, refuſed, 

§ôKſtter his abdication, to give the. ſame ſolemn 

io pledge of their attachment to another ſovereign. 

W | On both theſe occaſions, the government did 

j | x: not treat the ſufferers with that liberality which 


. 5 might have been wiſhed, by granting them a We 


i 


decent ſubſiſtence out of their forfeited benefices. 
Notwithſtanding this hardſhip, ' both diſſenters 

and nonjurors conducted themſel ves in a manner 
worthy of imitation, if we conſider them as large 
bodies of men. Whatever might be the conduct 
of ſome few individuals among them, by far'the 
more conſiderable part, inſtead of migrating to 
any hoſtile ſhore, remained at home patient under 
their ſufferings: unknown to them was the 
abominable ſyſtem of exciting new cruſades 
zainſt their country; or of practiſing, with a 
baleful perſeverance i in falſchood, on-the ambition 
nd credulity of "thoſe who mine gave | 
ſhelter to them. 
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One additional diſtintion yet remains to be 
made, Though conſiderably more than a hun- 
dred years have elapſed, ſince the act of uni- 
" formity,” as it was called, took place, no bene- 
fcial effect has yet been found from ĩt: the ſepa- 
nte places of worſhip which they whom the 
church vjolently ejected, were then under a 
neceſſity of reſorting to, are ſtill kept up; a 


ed, ſeries of able miniſters continue ts officiate in 
mn Wh them, and attract numerous and reſpectable 
gn. congregations, though a variety of eivil diſqua- 
dd lifcations continue to prefs hard on them; While 


wealth, pomp, power, in ſhort, every ſpecies of 


nents. 


vorldly e is held forth to their oppo- 


—— * 
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| nents, Amid penury and negled; they perſe- : 
. vere in retaining that freedom from bondage, of 


a ſcriptural alluſion, hath indeed gone over them, 


Charles, had for feveral years reſided with him 


pally be aſcribed. 


their congregations at the ſubſequent period of 


moſt elevated ſtations, and not a few eminent for 


and even the name of nonjuror is now almoſt ob- 


(26) 


which their forefathers were ſo tenacious: they 
even yet ſtand firm: the water-flood, to borrow 


but the deep hath not ſwallowed them up. 


To che illiberal bigotry of thoſe ſtateſmen, 
who, following the fortunes of the ſecond 


in popiſh countries, and thence. imported all 
their intolerance, and moſt of their ſuperſtitions, 
may this rending aſunder. the veil of the temple, 

and difuniting proteſtants from bann 


amg thoſe whom civil palley —_— from 


the Revolution, were ſome individuals of the 


their literary attainments and moral character: . 
but it was only during their lives that a, ſe- 5 
paration on that ground could in any degree 5 
maintain its ſtability, When they ſunk into 1 


the grave, they left behind them no ſucceſſors; 


literated from the land, 


* 


Pole 


(27 ) 
Under the Jewiſh law it was eſteemed a pro- 
nation to bring to the altar any victim that 
ahibited outward hlemiſhes.—-How much 
more do rancour of heart and virulent language 


conſiſt of a meek and quiet ſpirit, abominable - 
n the ſight of Him who has enjoined us to forgive 
dur enemies, and do good to thoſe that perſe.. 
cute us? Among thoſe encouragements to va- 
nous branches of duty, with which our Saviour 
ens his ſermon from the mount, we find, 
« Plefſed are the peace- makers, for 950 that 
* be called the children of God. _ Cue 
Very 5 eee are given in the 
canonical epiſtles, concerning thoſe eccleſiaſtical 


a miaiſters whom our Engliſh teſtaments uſually 
f all © biſhops,” though the obvious conſtruction 
* b * overſeers;“ and ſo we find the word ren- 
* (ered, in that paſſage of the Acts where a plu- 
nur of them is mentioned in the church of 
. Epheſus. Among other qualifications eſſential- 
„eo this biſhop, overſeer, or elder, call him which 
"0 WY jou pleaſe, we find it inſiſted upon, with much 
pg emphaſis, that he be“ no ſtriker:“ which, like 


the caution given by the prophet Iſaiah, againſt 
ſmiting with the fiſt of wickedneſs,” muſt 
evidently, from its context, be underſtood, as 
not merely prohibiting blows given with the 


* 


nake that chriſtian ſacrifice, which ought to 


of men ſet apart for the worſhip of God, is a 


Inſtead of joining with earneſtneſs and true de 


rated banners, a ceremony unknown to primi 
tive believers, which derives: its origin from the 
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arm . fleſh, but all proceedings whatever, 4 
of an e and eee ne 0 | 


Little. can it matter in conteſting. we 
on, what name or rank the ſtate aſſigns to 
thoſe who officiate at its altars. The demeanour 


far more important conſideration. lt eſſentially 
behoves them to know, that the kingdom of 
Him they ſerve is not of this world. But if, 


votion in the prayer, * Give peace in our time. 
„O Lord,” they adopt the modern uſage of 
exciting religious malice, by diſplaying conſe. 


dark ages, they -muſt inevitably bring diſgrace 
mot only on themſelves, but on the faith the 
-profeſs to inculcate. Men of weak underſtand 
ing are-incapable of making the diſtinction, and 
thoſe of corrupt. hearts have ſeldom any incli 
nation to ſeparate the prieſt's een om 
the: * * e - 

There have been, and may yor 5 arif 
periods of time, when the man who loves mercy}, 
and walks humbly with his God, incurs the 
charge of ſingularity ; he either feels himſelf 
borne down by the violence of he: torrent, o 


(29) 

{ haply he can turn aſide, ſo as to eſcape it, is 

wduced to the painful alternative, of retaining 

on opinions in ſilence and in ſolitude. Let 
tim not however deſpond. It is often the lot of 
multitudes to take the broad road which leads 

u deſtruction. When the tempeſt moſt forcibly 

mails us, and no human ſuccour is at hand, let 
nlook up with confidence to Him, © who ſtilleth 
"the raging of the waves and the madneſs of 
"the 1 lg 


But if, wherever we caſt around our anxious 
ye, no better proſpect offer itſelf to us, than 
tat of a momentary ſullen calm, while the 
luring aſpect of the ſkies portends that the 
nirdwind is again riſing: diſtreſsful as our 
tuation muſt be, it ought not to be confounded 
rin thoſe who have no hope. Every ſtep we 
take through this vale of tears, brings us 
nearer to that grave, where © the wicked ceaſe 
"from troubling, where the weary are at reſt; 

" where they hear not the voice of the oppreſſor, 

"and: the ſervant is free from his maſter.” 

When the laſt trumpet ſhall rouſe us from the 

Cuſt of death, all we have undergone in this 

vorld will N but as a fleeting dream. , 
FE, 

The politician has ſafficient ſeope ſor the 
fxertion of his utmoſt abilities, in I GP. 


evety man, whether placed in high ſtation or 


purpoſe of mind, will be found ſuffieient to 


ries which, awaited the Jewith nation, viſited 


Ca: 


the eſſential intereſt of the community to which 
he belongs, and, at the: ſame time, to his own 
perſonal concerns. To the remoteſt countries, 


humbler fortunes, owes the indiſpenſable duty of 
benevolence ;- but all officious in ermeddling | 
with their conduct, every attempt to dictate to 
them in matters which belong not to our cogni- 
zance, muſt neceſſarily. be attended with per- 
nicious effects. The wholeſome remark of Solo- 
mon is by no means grown obſolete: © Wiſdom 
is before him that hath underſtanding; but 
© the eyes of a fool are in the ends «> 4 
* earth. 8 | . | 


Religion points out to us ſo dire 2 [640 
that honeſt intentions, accompanied by.a ſtedfaſt 


guard thoſe of the meaneſt talents from falling 
into any eſſential miſtakes, e * attend 
to its dictates 


The prophet Joel's deſcription of * 1 


by devouring ſwarms of locuſts, borrows its ſub- 
limeſt images from the baleful effects of war. 
The alluſion is continued throughout with more 
than common energy. The deſolate wilderneſs 


_ leave behind them, cannot be more ex- 
: preſſive 
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refſive of the ravages occaſioned by thoſe vo- 
ncious inſects, than of the havoc which war 
onſtantly brings with it - tearing the huſband- 
nan from his occupation, and converting the 
jade and plough into inſtruments of ſlaughter. 
War is naturally productive of famine ; not only 
n thoſe miſerable regions which are the imme» 
late ſeat of hoſtilities ; they alſo ſhare in the 
alamity, who, from ſome peculiarity of circum- - 
lances or ſituation, had flattered themſelves with 

n idea, that they might be able to hurt others 

ithout endangering their own ſecurity. It 
annot be too often inculcated, as a. ſalutary 
nrning, that the great and powerful Haman 
iffered an ignominious death on the very gallows 
fiich he had erected for Mordecai. | 


A variety of awful inſtances are given in the 
lpocalypſe, of ſuperior ſtrength, actuated by 
nbounded malice. It is particularly obſerv- 
ble, that, on the opening of the ſecond ſeal, 
power was given to him that ſat on the red 
' horſe, to take peace from the earth; and that 
, ' they ſhould kill one another: and there Was 
given to n a great ſword.” 
Should motives of a more exalted nature. 
prove inſufficient, to enforce our compliance 
ith that charitable conduct, which our n 955 
. — ather 
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"BY 4 
Father has piekndegß as à rule rell "i * I 
thoughts, words, and actions, let us reflect, s 

every curſe we utter, every miſchief we;tontrine. 
againſt others, will probably revert on of own 4 
heads in — life, and moſt 3 ip the ney | 
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2K. prophetical carl ction of the Pralmiſt's | 
words, if it were admiſſible, might :ferve: uh © 
cloſe this diſcourſe, with an mpg wotil | 
leſſon: © As he loved curſing, fo will it come 
*« unto him; as he delighted not in bleſſing, ſa 
«will it be far from him; as he clathed himſelf 
with curſing, like às with his garment, fo wnll - 
« jt conie into his bowels like water, and like 
er oil into his bones; = will prove unto him 2 
Lt the garment which covereth bim, and W's : 

* * girdle wherewith he is girded co contingallyg*s. 
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